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The Gift of Anchoring in God’s Love 
Luke 15:11–32 
 
I. Welcome, Introductions and Prayer 

 
Teaser:  Do you have siblings? When you were growing up, did you always get along? Who 

was the “good child” in your family? If you were an only child, were you the “good child” or 
the rebel? 

 
II. Overview of “Deeper into Real Life” 

• The “real life” is the abundant, Spirit-filled life Jesus promised. 
• To go deeper, we will begin in the Bible then reflect on how that helps us deal with 

our lives. Does Jesus challenge what we thought or how we live? 
 
III. Things to Keep in Mind 

A. Who was Luke? 
1. Traditionally, the author is Luke, a friend (and doctor) for Apostle Paul 
2. Gentile and Greek-speaker 
3. From Antioch (one of the earliest, inclusive Gentile churches; see Acts 15) 

B. Who is Luke’s audience? When? 
1. Written primarily for Gentiles and congregations that had Gentiles in them. 
2. Written to persuade Greek-speakers/Gentiles about Jesus. 
3. Concerned for the poor and marginalized, esp. women and strangers. 
4. Written between 70–80 AD (prob. the 2nd or 3rd Gospel written) 

C. One of the great chapters of parables! Three in a row! 
1. Who is in Jesus’ audience? 
2. Why do you think Jesus tell three parables? Are there differences between them? 
3. In the Parable of the Prodigal Father, watch for the layers of meaning and Luke’s 

use of irony. 
 
IV. A Few Notes on Luke 15:11–32 

What comes before. See the questions immediately above. 
15:12 ‘Father give me my share of the estate.’ According to Jewish Law, the older brother 

would get 2/3 of the estate, and the younger brother would get 1/3. As in our 
time, to ask for your share of the estate said to your parents, “You’re not dying 
fast enough!” Crushing and very disrespectful! 

 property. (Gr. ousia) estate, wealth, essence, being. 
 divided his property. Property here is bios, lit. life. 
15:13 estate, property. (Gr. ousia) see note in 15:12. 



 reckless living. (Gr. asotos zoe) reckless could also be wild, riotous, dissolute. living is 
spiritual life, as opposed to biological life (see 15:12). asotos  is used only 3 times 
in the NT, Eph. 5:18 (related to drunkenness), Titus 1:6 (related to 
rebelliousness), and 1 Peter 4:3 (part of a list of wild/reckless indulgence). 

15:14 to be in need. (Gr. hystereo) to lack or be without. 
15:15 hired himself out to. lit. joined himself to. Pigs were 

unclean for Jews (still are), and some writers even 
said, “Cursed be the one who takes care of pigs!” 

15:16 pods. Probably carob pods. Humans ate these only in 
times of famine. That he’s eying the pigs food 
suggests he’s not getting paid enough to live.  

15:17 came to himself. How perfect a description! 
 hired men. In Greek, the lowest level of servant was 

the “day laborer” (misthoi). 
15:20 still far off. The Father has been watching for his son! 
 felt compassion. (Gr. splachnizomai) movement in the depths of one’s bowels, gut-

wrenching. Used of Jesus when he sees the needs of people for food and care. 
 ran. In Jesus’ time, it was undignified for an older man to run. 
15:22 sandals. Only slaves and children went barefoot.  

What comes after. How to pray. Luke 11 is one of Jesus’ key teachings about prayer. 
 
V. Questions for Discussion 

1. Which do you think is more astonishing, that the younger son has the chudzpah to ask 
for his share of the inheritance, or that the father gives it to him? 

2. List the points in the younger son’s first confession. Compare it with the points in what 
he actually says to his father. What is different? What does that tell us? 

3. Can you imagine what would it be like to embrace and kiss the young man? What does 
that tell us about the father? Have you ever been “embraced and kissed” like that by 
your heavenly Father? 

4. Who do you think has the easier time coming back to God? The younger brother or the 
older? Who has the harder time? Why do you think that is? What traits/attitudes do the 
two brothers share in common? 

 
Conclusions 

Focus on our family relationships. Which son are we more like? Are there family 
situations we might address differently because of this? Are we loving like the Father? 

Guarding gates or enjoying the party? Are we guarding turf or limiting access? Is our 
welcome for those “coming home” big enough? 

Coming to ourselves. Are we in a far country right now? Would we like to come home? 
 

Lenten Bible Study:  Deeper into Real Life 
Date Topic Scripture 
3/20 The Gift of Freedom from Illusions Luke 11:25–30 
3/27 Emotions and Our True Self Before God Luke 4:1–15 
 
Outline is loosely based on Peter Scazzero’s Emotionally Healthy Spirituality and The 
Emotionally Healthy Church. 


