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I. Welcome and Introductions — Prayer 
 

II. Teaser:  When you were growing up, were there any places you were told not to go? 
 
III. God as a Well-Spring (John 4:1–42) 

a. Breaking down the sections — Look at the themes and where they change 
b. Where does Jesus change the subject? Where does the woman change the subject? 
c. What is Jesus risking in talking with this woman? 
d. What is the woman risking in talking with Jesus? Based on what we read here, what do 

you think are some of the sources of fear in the woman’s life?  
e. What are some of the things that you are thirsting for? How would Jesus “read” you? 
f. What is the woman’s response? What does she say to people? 
g. (Optional):  Take a brief look at John 3:1–17. How is this passage similar/different? 

 

IV. Other places 
a. Genesis 24:13ff — Where the wife of Isaac is found (Rebekah) 
b. Exodus 17:1ff — purifying water; Numbers 20ff — Water from the rock 
c. Psalm 1 — The righteous are like a tree planted by river. 
d. Isaiah 55:1–5 — “Come, all who are thirsty…” 
e. Isaiah 58:11 — “You will be like…a spring whose waters never fail.” 
f. Jeremiah 2:13 — “My people…have forsaken me, the spring of living water…” 
g. Amos 5:24 — “But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream.” 
h. Revelation 21:6 — “To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of 

the water of life.” 
 

V. Conclusions 
a. What it means to have a truly big God — humbling, encouraging, freeing. 
b. What it means to have a well-spring within us — trusting, living, empowering 

 

 
From J.B. Philips, Your God Is Too Small 

The trouble with many people today is that they have not found a God big enough for modern 
needs. While their experience of life has grown in a score of directions, and their mental horizons 
have been expanded to the point of bewilderment by world events and by scientific discoveries, their 



ideas of God have remained largely static.  
 
Many [Christians] hold a faith in God that has been both purged and developed by the strains and 

perplexities of modern times, as well as by a small but by no means negligible direct experience of 
God Himself. They have seen enough to know that God is immeasurably “bigger” than our 
forefathers imagined, and modern scientific discovery only confirms their belief that man has only 
just begun to comprehend the incredibly complex Being who is behind what we call “life.”  


