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I. Welcome and Introductions 
A. Welcome 
B. Introductions, name and one thing you like to play 
C. Overview 

II. Playing and Faith and Love 
A. What are the things that allow us to play or make play fun? 
 What are the things that interfere with our ability to play? 
B. Which of those things (positive and negative) are present in your life and/or 

in your life with God right now? 

III. “Filling Up” on God 
A. From fear/anxiety/worry to love/belonging 
 Genesis 1:1–5, 26–31 
 Psalm 139:1–4, 13–16 
 Romans 5:1–8 
 1 John 4:7–16 
B. From uncertainty to victory 
 Psalm 1 
 Matthew 6:25–33 
 2 Corinthians 12:7–10 
C. The “upside down” Kingdom of God and the “Game of Faith” 

IV. Learning to Playing into Love 
A. Hearing God say, “I love you! I love you! I love you!” 
B. Building God’s “I love you!” into our days and activities. 
C. Letting fun in. Letting others in. Letting our love out. 

	



Learning to Play into Love 
Schedule for September and October 
 
September 18 
The Blue of Grace  
Deuteronomy 6:4–12 
2 Corinthians 2:14–3:6 
 
September 25 
The Red of Truth  
Ephesians 4:11–16 
John 10:7–18 
 
October 2 
The Green of Justice 
Micah 6:6–8 
Matthew 7:1–5 



God’s Word Translation (2003) 
 
Genesis	1:1–5,	26–31	
Gen. 1:1    In the beginning God created heaven and earth.  
Gen. 1:2    The earth was formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep water. The Spirit of God was hovering over 
the water.  
Gen. 1:3    Then God said, “Let there be light!” So there was light.  4 God saw the light was good. So God separated the 
light from the darkness.  5 God named the light day, and the darkness he named night. There was evening, then morning—the 
first day.  
Gen. 1:26    Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, in our likeness. Let them rule the fish in the sea, the birds in 
the sky, the domestic animals all over the earth, and all the animals that crawl on the earth.” 
 
Gen. 1:27    So God created humans in his image. 
  In the image of God he created them. 
   He created them male and female. 
 
Gen. 1:28    God blessed them and said, “Be fertile, increase in number, fill the earth, and be its master. Rule the fish in the 
sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that crawl on the earth.”  
Gen. 1:29    God said, “I have given you every plant with seeds on the face of the earth and every tree that has fruit with 
seeds. This will be your food.  30 I have given all green plants as food to every land animal, every bird in the sky, and every 
animal that crawls on the earth—every living, breathing animal.” And so it was.  
Gen. 1:31    And God saw everything that he had made and that it was very good. There was evening, then morning—the 
sixth day.  
 
Psalm 139:1–4, 13–16 
Psa. 139:1    O LORD, you have examined me, and you know me.  
2  You alone know when I sit down and when I get up. 
  You read my thoughts from far away.  
3  You watch me when I travel and when I rest. 
  You are familiar with all my ways.  
4    Even before there is a Δsingleπ word on my tongue, 
    you know all about it, LORD.  
Psa. 139:13    You alone created my inner being. 
  You knitted me together inside my mother.  
14  I will give thanks to you 
  because I have been so amazingly and miraculously made. 
   Your works are miraculous, and my soul is fully aware of this.  
15  My bones were not hidden from you 
  when I was being made in secret, 
  when I was being skillfully woven in an underground workshop.  
16  Your eyes saw me when I was only a fetus. 
  Every day Δof my lifeπ was recorded in your book 
   before one of them had taken place.  
 
Romans 5:1–8 
Rom. 5:1    Now that we have God’s approval by faith, we have peace with God because of what our Lord Jesus Christ has 
done.  2 Through Christ we can approach Goda and stand in his favor.b So we brag because of our confidence that we will 
receive glory from God.  3 But that’s not all. We also brag when we are suffering. We know that suffering creates 
endurance,  4 endurance creates character, and character creates confidence.  5 We’re not ashamed to have this confidence, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.  
Rom. 5:6    Look at it this way: At the right time, while we were still helpless, Christ died for ungodly people.  7 Finding 
someone who would die for a godly person is rare. Maybe someone would have the courage to die for a good person.  8 
Christ died for us while we were still sinners. This demonstrates God’s love for us.  
 
1 John 4:7–16 
1John 4:7    Dear friends, we must love each other because love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born from 
God and knows God.  8 The person who doesn’t love doesn’t know God, because God is love.  9 God has shown us his love 
by sending his only Son into the world so that we could have life through him.  10 This is love: not that we have loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the payment for our sins.  11 Dear friends, if this is the way God loved us, we must 
also love each other.  12 No one has ever seen God. If we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.  13 
We know that we live in him and he lives in us because he has given us his Spirit.  
1John 4:14    We have seen and testify to the fact that the Father sent his Son as the Savior of the world.  15 God lives in 
those who declare that Jesus is the Son of God, and they live in God.  16 We have known and believed that God loves us. 
God is love. Those who live in God’s love live in God, and God lives in them.  



 
Psalm 1 
Psa. 1:1  Blessed is the person who does not 
  follow the advice of wicked people, 
   take the path of sinners, 
    or join the company of mockers.  
2  Rather, he delights in the teachings of the LORD 
  and reflects on his teachings day and night.  
3  He is like a tree planted beside streams— 
  a tree that produces fruit in season 
   and whose leaves do not wither. 
  He succeeds in everything he does.a 
 
Psa. 1:4    Wicked people are not like that. 
  Instead, they are like husks that the wind blows away.  
5  That is why wicked people will not be able to stand in the judgment 
  and sinners will not be able to stand where righteous people gather. 
 
Psa. 1:6    The LORD knows the way of righteous people, 
  but the way of wicked people will end.  
 
Matthew 6:25–33 
Matt. 6:25    “So I tell you to stop worrying about what you will eat, drink, or wear. Isn’t life more than food and the body more 
than clothes?  
Matt. 6:26    “Look at the birds. They don’t plant, harvest, or gather the harvest into barns. Yet, your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Aren’t you worth more than they?  
Matt. 6:27    “Can any of you add a single hour to your life by worrying?  
Matt. 6:28    “And why worry about clothes? Notice how the flowers grow in the field. They never work or spin yarn for 
clothes.  29 But I say that not even Solomon in all his majesty was dressed like one of these flowers.  30 That’s the way God 
clothes the grass in the field. Today it’s alive, and tomorrow it’s thrown into an incinerator. So how much more will he clothe 
you people who have so little faith?  
Matt. 6:31    “Don’t ever worry and say, ‘What are we going to eat?’ or ‘What are we going to drink?’ or ‘What are we going to 
wear?’  32 Everyone is concerned about these things, and your heavenly Father certainly knows you need all of them.  33 But 
first, be concerned about his kingdom and what has his approval. Then all these things will be provided for you.  
 
2Cor. 12:7     
7 Therefore, to keep me from becoming conceited, I am forced to deal with a recurring problem. That problem, Satan’s 
messenger, torments me to keep me from being conceited.  
8 I begged the Lord three times to take it away from me.  9 But he told me: “My kindnessb is all you need. My power is 
strongest when you are weak.” So I will brag even more about my weaknesses in order that Christ’s power will live in me.  10 
Therefore, I accept weakness, mistreatment, hardship, persecution, and difficulties suffered for Christ. It’s clear that when I’m 
weak, I’m strong.   
 


