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Welcome, Introductions 
and Prayer 
Teasers 
When you meet someone 
for the first time, how do 
generally introduce 
yourself? 
When you were a kid, 
where did you get the idea 
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that something was right 
or not? 
Exploring the Bible’s 
Teachings 
Three words:  mishpat, 
tsadeqah, hesed 
hesed — steadfast love, 
loyal love, mercy, 
sacrificial love 
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tsadeqah — just or right, 
righteousness, faithfulness 
mishpat — justice 
unbiased decision that 
ensures that people 
receive equitable verdict. 
The parties “get what they 
have coming.” 
to give people their rights 
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Two kinds of justice:  living 
right and making things 
right 
Timothy Keller:  “These 
two words [mishpat and 
tsadeqah] roughly 
correspond to what some 
have called ‘primary’ and 
‘rectifying justice.’ 
Rectifying justice is 
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mishpat. It means 
punishing wrong-doers and 
caring for the victims of 
unjust treatment. Primary 
justice, or tsadeqah, is 
behavior that, if it was 
prevalent in the world, 
would render rectifying 
justice unnecessary, 
because everyone would 
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be living in right 
relationship to everyone 
else.” (p. 11) 
Examples: 
Deuteronomy 10:10–19 
Zechariah 7:9–10 
Psalm 146:5-9 
Proverbs 31:8–9 
Jeremiah 22:1–5 
Leviticus 19:9–10 
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Questions for discussion: 
Who is God concerned 
with? 
What does God do for 
them? 
Hesed is the attitude and 
source of justice. 
Video Segment:  
Conversations in Justice 
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The Upside-Down Kingdom 
of Yahweh 
Timothy Keller:  “Vinoth 
Ramachandra calls [God’s 
justice] ‘scandalous 
justice.’ He writes that in 
virtually all the ancient 
cultures of the world, the 
power of the gods was 
channeled through and 
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identified with the elites of 
society, the kings, priests, 
and military captains, not 
the outcasts. To oppose 
the leaders of society, 
then, was to oppose the 
gods. (p. 6) 
Sources of Poverty in the 
Bible 
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Timothy Keller:  “By 
contrast [to the ideas of 
the Right and Left], the 
causes of poverty as put 
forth in the Bible are 
remarkably balanced. The 
Bible gives a matrix of 
causes. One factor is 
oppression, which includes 
a judicial system weighted 
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in favor of powerful 
(Leviticus 19:15), or loans 
with excessive interest 
(Exodus 22:25–27), or 
unjustly low wages 
(Jeremiah 22:13; James 
5:1–6)…[Another] is what 
we would call ‘natural 
disasters.’ This refers to 
any natural circumstance 
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that brings or keeps a 
person in poverty…Another 
cause of poverty, 
according to the Bible, is 
what we could call 
‘personal moral failures’… 
Poverty…is seen in the 
Bible as a very complex 
phenomenon.” (pp. 34–35) 



	 	 Page	14	

What does God expect of 
God’s people? 
Timothy Keller: “Israel was 
charged to create a 
culture of social justice for 
the poor and vulnerable 
because it was the way 
the nation could reveal 
God’s glory and character 
to the world.” (p. 9) 
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Timothy Keller: “If 
believers in God don’t 
honor the cries and claims 
of the poor, we don’t honor 
him, whatever we profess, 
because we hide his 
beauty from the eyes of 
the world. When we pour 
ourselves out for the 
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poor—that gets the world’s 
notice.” (p. 9) 
Conclusions 
Timothy Keller:  “We do 
justice when we give all 
human beings their due as 
creations of God. Doing 
justice includes not only 
the righting of wrongs, but 
generosity and social 
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concern, especially toward 
the poor and vulnerable.” 
(p. 18) 
Timothy Keller:  “…grace is 
the key to it all. It is not 
our lavish good deeds that 
procure salvation, but 
God’s lavish love and 
mercy. That is with the 
poor are as acceptable 



	 	 Page	18	

before God as the rich. It is 
the generosity of God, the 
freeness of his salvation, 
that lays the foundation for 
the society of justice for 
all. Even in the seemingly 
boring rules and 
regulations of tabernacle 
rituals, we see that God 
cares about the poor, that 
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his laws make provision for 
the disadvantaged. God’s 
concern for justice 
permeated every part of 
Israel’s life. It should also 
permeate our lives.” (p. 40) 
 
Resources 
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Timothy Keller. Generous 
Justice:  How God’s Grace 
Makes Us Just (2010). 
Tim Latham and Travis 
Simone. Conversations in 
Justice:  Small Group 
Study Guide (2014). 
Video Series:  Wesley 
Community Chapel. 
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http://wcchapel.org/conver
sations-in-justice/ 
 

 
Upcoming Sessions 
 
January 28 Grace and 
Justice:  The New 
Community of Jesus 
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February 4 Grace and 
Justice:  Why Should We 
Do Justice? 
February 11 Grace and 
Justice:  How Should We 
Do Justice? 
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Deuteronomy 10:12–19 
Deut. 10:12  ¶  And now, O 
Israel, what does the LORD 
your God ask of you but to 
fear the LORD your God, to 
walk in all his ways, to 
love him, to serve the 
LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all 
your soul,  
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Deut. 10:13 and to observe 
the LORD’S commands and 
decrees that I am giving 
you today for your own 
good?  
Deut. 10:14  ¶  To the 
LORD your God belong the 
heavens, even the highest 
heavens, the earth and 
everything in it.  
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Deut. 10:15 Yet the LORD 
set his affection on your 
forefathers and loved 
them, and he chose you, 
their descendants, above 
all the nations, as it is 
today.  
Deut. 10:16 Circumcise 
your hearts, therefore, and 
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do not be stiff-necked any 
longer.  
Deut. 10:17 For the LORD 
your God is God of gods 
and Lord of lords, the great 
God, mighty and awesome, 
who shows no partiality 
and accepts no bribes.  
Deut. 10:18 He defends the 
cause of the fatherless and 
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the widow, and loves the 
alien, giving him food and 
clothing.  
Deut. 10:19 And you are to 
love those who are aliens, 
for you yourselves were 
aliens in Egypt.  
Deut. 10:20 Fear the LORD 
your God and serve him. 
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Hold fast to him and take 
your oaths in his name.  
Deut. 10:21 He is your 
praise; he is your God, who 
performed for you those 
great and awesome 
wonders you saw with your 
own eyes.  
Deut. 10:22 Your 
forefathers who went 
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down into Egypt were 
seventy in all, and now the 
LORD your God has made 
you as numerous as the 
stars in the sky.  
 
Zechariah 7:8–14 
Zech. 7:9 “This is what the 
LORD Almighty says: 
‘Administer true justice; 
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show mercy and 
compassion to one 
another.  
Zech. 7:10 Do not oppress 
the widow or the 
fatherless, the alien or the 
poor. In your hearts do not 
think evil of each other.’  
Zech. 7:11  ¶  “But they 
refused to pay attention; 
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stubbornly they turned 
their backs and stopped up 
their ears.  
Zech. 7:12 They made their 
hearts as hard as flint and 
would not listen to the law 
or to the words that the 
LORD Almighty had sent by 
his Spirit through the 
earlier prophets. So the 



	 	 Page	32	

LORD Almighty was very 
angry.  
Zech. 7:13  ¶  “ ‘When I 
called, they did not listen; 
so when they called, I 
would not listen,’ says the 
LORD Almighty.  
Zech. 7:14 ‘I scattered 
them with a whirlwind 
among all the nations, 
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where they were 
strangers. The land was 
left so desolate behind 
them that no one could 
come or go. This is how 
they made the pleasant 
land desolate.’” 
 
 
Psalm 146:5–10 
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Psalm 146:5     Blessed is 
he whose help is the God 
of Jacob, 
  whose  hope is in the 
LORD his God,  
6   who made heaven and 
earth, 
  the sea, and all that is 
in them, 
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   who keeps faith 
forever;  
7   who executes justice 
for the oppressed, 
  who gives food to the 
hungry. 
   The LORD sets the 
prisoners free;  
8   the LORD opens the 
eyes of the blind. 
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   The LORD lifts up those 
who are bowed down; 
  the LORD loves the 
righteous.  
9   The LORD watches 
over the sojourners; 
  he upholds the widow 
and the fatherless, 
  but  the way of the 
wicked he brings to ruin.  
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Proverbs 31:8–9 
8 Open your mouth for the 
mute, 
  for the rights of all who 
are destitute.  
9  Open your mouth,  judge 
righteously, 
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  defend the rights of  the 
poor and needy.  
 
 
Jeremiah 22:1–5 
Jer. 22:1 ¶ Thus says the 
LORD: “Go down to the 
house of the king of Judah 
and speak there this word,  
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Jer. 22:2 and say,  ‘Hear 
the word of the LORD, O 
king of Judah, who sits on 
the throne of David, you, 
and your servants, and 
your people who enter 
these gates.  
Jer. 22:3 Thus says the 
LORD:  Do justice and 
righteousness, and deliver 
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from the hand of the 
oppressor him who has 
been robbed. And  do no 
wrong or violence  to the 
resident alien,  the 
fatherless, and the widow, 
nor  shed innocent blood in 
this place.  
Jer. 22:4 For if you will 
indeed obey this 
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word,  then there shall 
enter the gates of this 
house kings who sit on the 
throne of David, riding in 
chariots and on horses, 
they and their servants 
and their people.  
Jer. 22:5 But if you will not 
obey these words, I  swear 
by myself, declares the 
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LORD, that  this house 
shall become a 
desolation.  
 
 
Leviticus 19:9–10 
Lev. 19:9     “ ‘When you 
reap the harvest of your 
land, do not reap to the 
very edges of your field or 
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gather the gleanings of 
your harvest. 
10 Do not go over your 
vineyard a second time or 
pick up the grapes that 
have fallen. Leave them for 
the poor and the alien. I 
am the LORD your God.  
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Lev. 19:15     “ ‘Do not 
pervert justice; do not 
show partiality to the poor 
or favoritism to the great, 
but judge your neighbor 
fairly.  
 
 
Ex. 22:25     “If you lend 
money to one of my people 
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among you who is needy, 
do not be like a 
moneylender; charge him 
no interest.  26 If you take 
your neighbor’s cloak as a 
pledge, return it to him by 
sunset,  27 because his 
cloak is the only covering 
he has for his body. What 
else will he sleep in? When 
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he cries out to me, I will 
hear, for I am 
compassionate.  
 
 
Jeremiah 22:13 
Jer. 22:13     “Woe to him 
who builds his palace by 
unrighteousness, 
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  his upper rooms by 
injustice, 
 making his countrymen 
work for nothing, 
  not paying them for 
their labor.  
 
 
James 5:1–5 
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James 5:1 ¶  Now listen, 
you rich people, weep and 
wail because of the misery 
that is coming upon you.  
James 5:2 Your wealth has 
rotted, and moths have 
eaten your clothes.  
James 5:3 Your gold and 
silver are corroded. Their 
corrosion will testify 
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against you and eat your 
flesh like fire. You have 
hoarded wealth in the last 
days.  
James 5:4 Look! The 
wages you failed to pay 
the workmen who mowed 
your fields are crying out 
against you. The cries of 
the harvesters have 
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reached the ears of the 
Lord Almighty.  
James 5:5 You have lived 
on earth in luxury and self-
indulgence. You have 
fattened yourselves in the 
day of slaughter.  
 


