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Grace & JUSTICE:  How 
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I.  Welcome, 
Introductions and 
Prayer 

II.  Teaser — When is the 
last time you had 
someone over for a meal? 
Who was it? Why did you 
invite them over for 
dinner? 
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III. Recap from Last 
Week 
A. Three words:  mishpat, 
tsadeqah, hesed 
1. hesed — steadfast 
love, loyal love, mercy, 
sacrificial love, OT for 
grace 
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2. tsadeqah — just or 
right, righteousness, 
faithfulness 

3. mishpat — justice; 
unbiased verdict; to 
give people their rights 

B. Two kinds of justice:  
living right and making 
things right 
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C. The upside-down 
Kingdom of Yahweh 

D. The complexities of 
poverty in the Bible 

IV. Jesus and the 
Vulnerable 
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A. What are some of your 
favorite stories of Jesus 
with people who were 
problematic or 
vulnerable? How are 
these rooted in the OT? 
(Hint:  See Isaiah 58:1–
12 and 61:1–4) 
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B. Tim Keller writes, 
“Jesus, in his 
incarnation, ‘moved in’ 
with the poor.” (p. 44) 
When we think of 
incarnation, the themes 
of Christmas come to 
mind. How do you think 
is Jesus’ birth “moving in 
with the poor?” 
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C. Read Luke 14:1–24, 
pausing to consider each 
paragraph. (Dropsy is an 
unmedical term for 
edema, swelling of the 
body due to excess 
fluids.) To whom is 
Jesus speaking? Who 
are the people who have 
“made it”? Who are the 



	 	 	 Page	9	

people that “make it” for 
Jesus? 

 
Keller quotes John 
Newton: “I do not think it 
is unlawful to entertain 
our friends; but if those 
words do not teach us 
that it is in some 
respects our duty to give 
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a preference to the poor, 
I am at a loss to 
understand them.” (p. 
46) 
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D. In the video, one of the 
hosts summarizes Jesus’ 
“rules for giving” 
according to Keller: 
1. Invite people who 
can’t repay you. 
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2. Keller: “[Jesus] is 
saying that we should 
spend far more of our 
money and wealth on 
the poor than we do on 
our own entertainment, 
or on vacation, or on 
eating out and 
socializing with 
important peers…Jesus’ 
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point…must be at least 
this—that his believers 
should not see any of 
their money as their 
own, and they should e 
profoundly involved with 
and generous to the 
poor. 
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3. In so far as it is 
possible, to give in 
secret. 

What do you think of this 
list? Would you add or 
change anything? 
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V.  Jesus and Being a 
Neighbor 
A. Read the parable of the 
Good Samaritan. Who do 
you think are the 
disadvantaged in this 
story? Why would Jesus 
choose a Samaritan for 
the story? Who is our 
neighbor?  



	 	 	 Page	16	

 
Keller: “Jesus was 
seeking to humble the 
man. Why? It is only if we 
truly see the love God 
requires in his law that 
we will be willing and 
able to receive the love 
God offers in his gospel of 
free salvation through 
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Jesus. Jesus was 
encouraging the man to 
seek the grace of God.” p 
65 

 



	 	 	 Page	18	

B. Do you think the story of 
the Good Samaritan 
drives us into the arms of 
grace? Why/why not? 

C. Objections to Giving 
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Keller draws our 
attention to Jonathan 
Edwards’ sermon “The 
Duty of Charity to the 
Poor.” Edwards lists a 
number of objections he 
hears from people about 
giving to those who need 
it: 
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• They’re not in 
extremity. 
• I don’t have anything 
to spare. 
• They’re ill-tempered 
and ungrateful. 
• They brought this on 
themselves. 
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• They do not have 
upright, moral 
characters. 
• They’re poor because 
they are selfish, lazy or 
violent. 

How does the grace and 
compassion of Jesus 
provide answers to all 
these objections? 
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VI.  Creating the New 
Community: Grounding 
Our Lives and Our 
Love in Christ:   
A. The Presence of the 
Spirit binding us 
together, empowering us 
for better love 
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B. The Guidance of the 
Spirit to know how to 
show grace. 

C. The Possibility of true 
community comes only 
through Jesus 

 
Keller writes:  According 
to the Bible, we are all like 
that man, dying in the 
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road. Spiritually, we are 
“dead in trespasses and 
sins” (Ephesians 2:5).  But 
when Jesus came into our 
dangerous world, he came 
down our road. And though 
we had been his enemies, 
he was moved with 
compassion by our plight 
(Romans 5:10). He came to 



	 	 	 Page	25	

us and saved us, not 
merely at the risk of his 
life, as in the case of the 
Samaritan, but at the cost 
of his life….Before you can 
give this neighbor-love, 
you need to receive 
it…Once we receive this 
ultimate, radical neighbor-
love through Jesus, we 
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can start to be the 
neighbors that the Bible 
calls us to be. (p. 77) 
 
Resources 
• Timothy Keller. 
Generous Justice:  How 
God’s Grace Makes Us 
Just (2010). 
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• Tim Latham and Travis 
Simone. Conversations in 
Justice:  Small Group 
Study Guide (2014). 
• Video Series:  Wesley 
Community Chapel. 
http://wcchapel.org/conve
rsations-in-justice/ 
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• Jonathan Edwards, “The 
Duty of Charity to the 
Poor.” 1730. 

 
Upcoming Sessions 
 
January 29 Grace and 
Justice:  The New 
Community of Jesus 
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February 4 Grace and 
Justice:  Why Should We 
Do Justice? 
February 11 Grace and 
Justice:  How Should We 
Do Justice? 


