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I. Welcome, Introductions and Prayer 

II. Teaser — What time of day are you at your most creative? Your most productive? 

III. Recap from Last Two Weeks 
A. Three words:  mishpat, tsadeqah, hesed 

1. hesed — steadfast love, loyal love, mercy, sacrificial love, OT for grace 
2. tsadeqah — just or right, righteousness, faithfulness 
3. mishpat — justice; unbiased verdict; to give people their rights 

B. Two kinds of justice:  living right and making things right 
C. Incarnation:  Jesus “moving in” with the poor (us humans) 
D. New Community:  Grounding our lives and our relationships in Jesus, and trusting the Holy 

a to guide and strengthen us as we make the “new community.” 
	
Tim Keller: “Now we can see what an important and powerful resource the Bible gives us when it 
provides not merely the bare ethical obligation for doing justice, but a revolutionary new inner power 
and dynamism to do so. The Bible gives believers two basic motivations—joyful awe before the 
goodness of God’s creation, and the experience of God’s grace in redemption.” (pp. 81–82) 

IV. Imago Dei (Latin for the image of God) 
A. Read Genesis 1:31ff. 
B. Remember:  there are two versions of Creation (Genesis 1:1–2:3 & 2:4–26). The first is a 

very ordered account with a clear rhythm. The second is an earthy, intimate version with 
more descriptive language. 

C. In the first version, how are the humans created? Which gender comes first?  
D. How are we created in God’s image? What do we have in common with God? (Hint:  What 

does God tell/authorize the humans to do?) 
 
Keller: “The Bible teaches that the sacredness of God has in some ways been imparted to 

humanity, so that every human life is sacred and every human being has dignity. When God 
put his image upon us, we became beings of infinite, inestimable value.” (p. 83) 

E. Martin Buber, I Thou. To recognize the other as a subject rather than an object. 
F. If humans are made in the image of God, what does this suggest about how we 

could/should relate to each other? What does this suggest about the differences society 
often puts up? 

	



G. How are Christ-followers meant to reflect this reality? Can you think about things Jesus, 
Paul or other writers mention? (Examples:  Mark 10:35–43; 1 Corinthians 11:17–22, 33–4; 
Galatians 3:26–28; James 1:9–11, 2:1–13) 

	
Keller “imagines some foreigner, knowing nothing about U.S. history, becoming perplexed to find that 
the Mount Vernon estate in Virginia is preserved as a national monument and treated as an object of 
such great worth. After all, she might observe, there are quite a number of old Virginia plantation 
houses of much greater architectural merit and beauty than Mount Vernon. We would respond that 
this was the house of George Washington, the founder of our country…Because we treasure the 
owner, we honor his house. Because it was precious to him, and we revere him, it is precious to us.”1	

V. The Experience of Grace 
A. John wrote: “We love because God first loved us.” (1 John 4:19) Can you think of examples 

from the Old Testament that show God’s love in an inescapable way? From the New 
Testament? 

B. Read Deuteronomy 10:12–19. How does God say the experience of grace “should” change 
their behavior? 

C. Read Romans 3:21–26. How does Paul talk about God saying, “I love you!” in Jesus? Look at 
Romans 1:17–18. What saves us? How? 

D. Read James 2:14–19. Does James disagree with Paul? What do you think does “save” us? 
E. Can you think of an example from your own life of God showing love in an inescapable way? 

How has that event changed how you live? 
	
Keller: “To bring Paul’s and James’ teaching together, we can say:  ‘We are saved by faith alone, but 
not by a faith that remains alone. True faith will always produce a changed life.’” (pp. 98–9) 
 
Keller: “The world makes social class into bottom-line identities. You are your social status and bank 
account—that is the basis for your self-regard. But in the gospel these things are demoted and made 
peripheral. Someone who does not show any signs of at least gradual identity transformation in this 
manner does not give evidence of having really grasped the gospel.” (p. 104) 

VI. Conclusions:  Transforming Our Motivations 
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1Tim Keller, Generous Justice:  How Grace Makes Us Just (2016), pp. 84–5. Keller credits Nick Wolterstorff, Justice:  
Rights and Wrongs (2010), pp. 357–359 for the analogy. 


