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Imagine Church 
Session 4:  Inspiring Our Everyday Words 
November 5, 2018 
 

I. Introduction and Prayer 

II. Three Possible Conversations 
A. Three Conversations:  Which do you think would be the hardest conversation for 

you? Which would be the easiest?  
Mother Teresa: “Words which do not give the light of Christ 

increase the darkness.” 
B. Worship helps us think about God’s Word and our words. 

III. James Final Encouragements (James 5:7–20) 
A. Read the passage in some different translations 
B. What do you hear? What leaps out at you? 

IV. Who wrote the words? Who is the Word? 
A. James is Jesus’ brother, who came to believe Jesus is the Son of God after Jesus’ 

resurrection. One of the pillars of the early church. 
B. James was a very godly man, the leader of the church in Jerusalem after Peter. 
C. James was a friend to the poor. 

V. The Power of Our Words 
A. James 5:7–11 — What do you think are the main themes for these verses? What 

problem in the church is James trying to address?  
B. James 5:12 — Do you believe someone more because they say, “I swear to 

God!”? Why or why not? 
C. James 5:13–18 — What verbs does James use in this section? What themes tie 

them together? Why do you think James chooses Elijah as his example? 
D. James 5:19–20 — What is most important to James in these verses? How is this 

connected with the previous section? Why do you think James finishes this way?  

VI. Letting Our Words Belong to God Too! 
A. Do we find ourselves regularly complaining, or speaking words that betray a 

sense of anxiety or fear? What might this say about what’s happening in our 
hearts? 

VII. Closing prayer — Know the Author, the power of words, & let God be in them 



First Church of Squantum (Congregational) • Rev. Doug Gray • www.firstchurchsquantum.org 

Scenarios for Three Possible Conversations 
• A	family	member,	let’s	call	him	Sean,	has	a	reputation	for	being	unreliable,	and	one	day	he	

forgets	to	pick	you	up	from	the	train	station.	Another	family	member	comes	to	pick	you	up	and	
on	the	journey	home	brings	up	the	subject	of	Sean’s	reliability.		

• You’re	having	coffee	with	a	work	colleague.	The	boss	you	both	share	is	unpredictable	and	has	a	
tendency	to	lash	out	when	under	stress...	which	seems	to	be	quite	often.	You’re	both	usually	on	
the	receiving	end.		

• You’re	waiting	at	the	school	gate	with	a	parent	of	a	child	in	the	same	class	as	yours.	You’re	
concerned	about	what’s	going	on	in	the	classroom	as	their	newly	qualified	teacher	seems	to	be	
struggling	with	a	small	group	of	disruptive	children	in	the	class.		

 
Resources 
Imagine Church:  Releasing Whole-Life Disciples by Neil Hudson (2012) 
Whole Life Worship:  Empowering Disciples for the Frontline 

by Sam & Sara Hargreaves (2017) 
Whole Life Worship Journey Pack by Hudson and the Hargreaves (above) (2017) 
Online:  London Institute for Contemporary Christianity • licc.org.uk 



First Church of Squantum (Congregational) • Rev. Doug Gray • www.firstchurchsquantum.org 

James 5:1–20 
James 5:1    Pay attention to this if you’re rich. Cry and moan about the misery that is coming 
to you.  2 Your riches have decayed, and your clothes have been eaten by moths.  
James 5:3    Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be used as evidence 
against you. Like fire, it will destroy your body.  
 
 You have stored up riches in these last days.  
4 The wages you refused to pay the people who harvested your fields shout Δto Godπ against 
you. The Lord of Armies has heard the cries of those who gather the crops.  5 You have lived 
in luxury and pleasure here on earth. You have fattened yourselves for the day of slaughter.  6 
You have condemned and murdered people who have God’s approval, even though they didn’t 
resist you.  
James 5:7    Brothers and sisters, be patient until the Lord comes again. See how farmers wait 
for their precious crops to grow. They wait patiently for fall and spring rains.  8 You, too, must 
be patient. Don’t give up hope. The Lord will soon be here.  9 Brothers and sisters, stop 
complaining about each other, or you will be condemned. Realize that the judge is standing at 
the door.  
James 5:10    Brothers and sisters, follow the example of the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. They were patient when they suffered unjustly.  11 We consider those who 
endure to be blessed. You have heard about Job’s endurance. You saw that the Lord ended 
Job’s suffering because the Lord is compassionate and merciful.  
James 5:12    Above all things, my brothers and sisters, do not take an oath on anything in 
heaven or on earth. Do not take any oath. If you mean yes, say yes. If you mean no, say no. 
Do this so that you won’t be condemned.  
James 5:13    If any of you are having trouble, pray. If you are happy, sing psalms.  14 If you 
are sick, call for the church leaders. Have them pray for you and anoint you with olive oila in 
the name of the Lord.  15 (Prayers offered in faith will save those who are sick, and the Lord 
will cure them.) If you have sinned, you will be forgiven.  
James 5:16    So admit your sins to each other, and pray for each other so that you will be 
healed.  
 
 Prayers offered by those who have God’s approval are effective.  
17 Elijah was human like us. Yet, when he prayed that it wouldn’t rain, no rain fell on the 
ground for three-and-a-half years.  18 Then he prayed again. It rained, and the ground 
produced crops.  
James 5:19    My brothers and sisters, if one of you wanders from the truth, someone can 

bring that person back.  20 Realize that whoever brings a sinner back from the error of his 
ways will save him from death, and many sins will be forgiven.   


