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Jesus Talks About Greatness 
Matthew 18 
 
I. Welcome, Introductions and Prayer 

 
Teaser:  Can you think of a time when a child did something charming or disarming? What 

was your response? 
 
II. Overview of Living with Jesus 

• What would it have been like to “hang out” with Jesus? What were the things that 
were important to him? 

• Fly-over of Jesus’ life and teachings 
 
III. Things to Keep in Mind for Tonight 

A. Who was Matthew? 
1. Traditionally, the author is the disciple, Matthew, called in Chapter 9. 
2. Someone who is Jewish. 

B. Who is Matthew’s audience? When? 
1. Written primarily for Jews and congregations that had Jews in them. 
2. Written to persuade Jews about Jesus. 
3. Watch for quotes from the Old Testament. 
4. Big into the Kingdom of God. 
5. Written between 70–80 AD (prob. the 2nd or 3rd Gospel written) 

C. Watch for the changes in the audience (3 scene changes). Why does Jesus do that? 
 
IV. A Few Notes on Matthew 18:1–14 

What comes before. Transfiguration on a mountain, Jesus casts out a demon the 
disciples can’t, Jesus predicts his death, Jesus and Peter talk about taxes 

1 At that time. Matthew ties what is about to come with what has gone before. 
disciples. literally pupils or students. Jesus is the teacher. 
kingdom of heaven. Matthew talks about two kingdoms:  the kingdom of heaven 
and the kingdom of this world. In advocating and teaching about the kingdom of 
heaven, Jesus is in opposition to Satan and the kingdom of this world. In Jesus’ 
mind, the kingdom of heaven is not a place, but a dimension to reality, that anyone 
can participate in with God’s help. 

2 child. Gr. paidion, from which we get English words paedegogical.  
midst of them. See verse 20. 

3 I tell you the truth. Gr. Amén, lit. truly. 



 change. also turn around, reverse course. 
4 become like little children. figuratively speaking, to start over. See John 3:3ff. 

kingdom of heaven. See verse 1 above. 
6 little ones. Gr. micron.  

to sin. Gr. skandalizo, lit. to stumble, as in our English words, scandal and 
scandalized. 

large millstone. In Jesus’ time, there were two kinds of millstones. One was a pair of 
20–30-pound, round stones that could be cranked by hand. The other (as here) 
was a pair of millstones of several hundred pounds, so heavy that a donkey or ox 
was needed to move the top one. 

7–9 Jesus is not encouraging someone to literally cut off their limbs, but to make a 
point:  Sin is serious. When we sin, it affects more than just ourselves. Is anything 
worth causing someone to stumble? 

10 look down upon. This is the best translation. Sometimes translated as despise. 
11 “The Son of Man came to save what was lost.” Not included in most Bibles because 

it is not in most of the best, original manuscripts. 
12–14 Many towns had a collective arrangement, in which people grazed all their flocks 

together. It would not be hard—or dangerous for the sheep—for a shepherd to 
leave his 99 with the other shepherds to go in search of the missing one. 

 
What comes after. One of the few discussions about the church. these verses will tie 

together with this one. We’ll talk about those connections next week. 
 
V. Questions for Discussion 

1. What is it about children that Jesus thinks we should all get if we want to enter the 
kingdom of heaven? 

2. In what verses does Jesus use the expression, “little ones”? What do those different 
uses share in common?  

3. What does a scandal do to someone’s life? How is that person caused to stumble? Do 
they do it to themselves, or does someone do it to them? 

 
Conclusions 

Getting our heart right. 
 
 

 
Schedule for “Living with Jesus” Bible Study 
 
Date Topic Scripture 
2/27 The Nature of the Church Matthew 18:15–20 


