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Jesus and the Church 
Matthew 18:12–20 
 
I.  Welcome, 
Introductions and 
Prayer 
 

Teaser:  Have you ever 
been fishing? What’s your 
favorite fish to catch or 



eat? What’s the biggest 
fish you have ever seen in 
person? 
 
II.  Overview of Living 
with Jesus 
• What would it have been 
like to “hang out” with 
Jesus? What were the 



things that were 
important to him? 
• Fly-over of Jesus’ life 
and teachings 

 
III. Things to Keep in 
Mind for Tonight 
A. Who was Matthew? 
1. Traditionally, the 
author is the disciple, 



Matthew, called in 
Chapter 9. 

2. Someone who is 
Jewish. 

B. Who is Matthew’s 
audience? When? 
1. Written primarily for 
Jews and congregations 
that had Jews in them. 



2. Written to persuade 
Jews about Jesus. 

3. Watch for quotes from 
the Old Testament. 

4. Big into the Kingdom 
of God. 

5. Written between 70–80 
AD (prob. the 2nd or 3rd 
Gospel written) 



C. Watch for the changes 
in the audience (3 scene 
changes). Why does 
Jesus do that? 

 
IV. A Few Notes on 

Matthew 18:15–20 
What comes before. 

“Who’s the greatest in 
the Kingdom of 



heaven?” (a little child!), 
looking after the “little 
ones” 

1 kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew talks about 
two kingdoms:  the 
kingdom of heaven and 
the kingdom of this 
world. In advocating 
and teaching about the 



kingdom of heaven, 
Jesus is in opposition to 
Satan and the kingdom 
of this world. In Jesus’ 
mind, the kingdom of 
heaven is not a place, 
but a dimension to 
reality, that anyone can 
participate in with God’s 
help. 



2 child. Gr. paidion, from 
which we get English 
words paedegogical.  
in the middle. See verse 
20. 

6 little ones. Gr. micron.  
to sin. Gr. skandalizo, 
lit. to stumble, as in our 
English words, scandal 
and scandalized. 



12–14 Many towns had a 
collective arrangement, 
in which people grazed 
all their flocks together. 
It would not be hard—or 
dangerous for the 
sheep—for a shepherd 
to leave his 99 with the 
other shepherds to go in 



search of the missing 
one. 

15–17 Jesus lays out how 
the church should do 
conflict resolution. 
These directives should 
be understood in light of 
vss. 19–20. 

16 two or three 
witnesses. The legal 



standard for getting a 
conviction according to 
Jewish Law. See for 
example Deuteronomy 
17:6 & 19:15. 

17 church (Gr. ekklaysia, 
lit. the called-out ones). 
Jesus calls people out 
of the world’s way of 
thinking and living, to 



be part of God’s way of 
thinking and living. Only 
three times does Jesus 
use the word, church—
twice here, and once in 
Matthew 16:18. 

18 This saying also 
appears in 16:19. 

19 The importance of 
praying together. 



20 The heart of what it 
means to be a church. 
All this section should 
be understood in light of 
this verse.  

 
What comes after. 

How many times should 
we forgive each other? 



The parable of the 
unmerciful servant. 

 
V.  Questions for 
Discussion 
1. Look at the 
progression. Why do you 
think Jesus lays it out 
this way? Why not just 
go public at once? 



2. Who is Jesus talking to 
here? Does Jesus’ 
approach to conflict 
management apply to 
just between Christians, 
or is it for everyone? 

3. Verse 2 and verse 20 
both say, “in the middle 
of them.” What does this 



mean about Christ and 
children? 

 
Conclusions 
Making love, not war. 
Even when we disagree 
with each other, we are 
to look for Jesus Christ 
in our midst. Wouldn’t 
this change how we 



argue/discuss? The goal 
may not be to change 
people’s minds, but to 
listen fully and with 
compassion. 

What’s the purpose of 
the Church? To help 
each other forward in 
our walk? To hold each 
other accountable? To 



witness to the great 
things God is doing? To 
serve as a light to the 
nations? 

 
Lenten Bible Study:  
Deeper into Real Life 
 
DateTopic Scripture 



3/6 The Gift of Slowing 
Down Luke 10:38–41 
 
3/13 The Gift of Anchoring 
in God’s Love Luke 
15:11–31 
 
3/20 The Gift of Freedom 
from Illusions Luke 11:25–
30 



3/27 Emotions and Our 
True Self Before God Luke 
4:1–15 
 
4/3 Finding the Past to 
Find Our Future Genesis 
17 & 50, 2 Corinthians 
5:16–21 


