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Ways to walk through Jesus’ times: 

• Experiential:  What does it look like? Feel like? Smell like? Sound like? What are the 
clothes like? What do people write on? 

• People Watching:  Who would we see in the streets? Who would we have to watch 
out for? How could we tell them apart? 

• Saturday in the Temple:  What was the Temple like? Why was it one of the Ancient 
Wonders of the World? What would worship at the Temple be like? 

• What Did You Do Today?  What were the day-to-day lives of people like? How would 
we spend our time? 

• How We Got Here:  What were the big historical events just before and during Jesus’ 
life? Who were the movers and shakers? 

• How We Know:  How do we know about any of this? If I wanted to learn more, 
where should I start? 

• The Times They Are A-Changing:  How did Jesus change the world in that first 
century? Why walking through Jesus’ times can change the world today? 
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Experiential 
Looks like: 

Feels like California—in the summers, hot and dry; in the winters, cool and rainy. 
Cities—lots of stone in the wealthy areas (made to last), mud houses in the poorer ones. 

The “seats of power” tend to be on hills or mountains. The trade and agricultural places 
on the plains. 

Villages—All the villages are on top of the hills. Everyone has homes inside the walls. You 
go outside the walls to work in the fields. 

Country—Wide open. Most of the hills are brown or rocky. Can’t tell where things begin 
and end except by natural boundaries like rivers. Where there’s water (streams, springs 
and rivers), there is green.  

The rich, fertile areas are in the valleys. The grazing for goats and sheep is in the rocky 
hills. 

 
Feels like: 

Dust clings to your feet. It’s in the air. Makes you dry in the mouth. Sucks the water out of 
your skin. 

Sun is really hot during the middle-part of the day. 
 

Sounds like: 
Mostly natural sounds—people talking, animals making their sounds (even in the cities!) 
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In the market, loud and lots of people trying to get your attention (more like a baseball 
game than a supermarket) 

 
V	 V	 V	 V	 V	

	
People Watching 
At the market:  You can tell a lot about people by their clothes. 
Clothes:  The poorer you are, the rougher your clothes. Linen was a sign of wealth. Men 

wore a tunic underneath, then a robe. Many women going out would have looked like 
some conservative Arab women. The hijab-look would have been popular for less 
conservative women. One of the things we know about Jesus is that he had an expensive 
seamless tunic that the guards at the cross drew lots for. 

 
People to watch out for:  Pickpockets and thieves. People trying to take advantage of 

others in business. People looking for a deal. 
 
Some other groups: 

1. Pharisees. Up-and-coming religious group. Taking the Bible seriously. Trying to help 
others take God’s Word seriously too. Not necessarily hereditary. Definitely on the 
conservative side theologically. Believed in the Resurrection. Spiritual ancestors of 
today’s Orthodox Jews. 

2. Sadducees. The priestly class that oversaw the Temple. Wealthy. Hereditary. Found 
almost exclusively in Jerusalem. Wanted to work with the Romans. On the liberal side 
theologically. Did not believe in the Resurrection. Wiped out when the Temple was 
destroyed in 66 AD. 

3. Essenes. Believed the Temple was tainted because one of Herod’s ancestors was king 
and high priest. Separated from the Temple, but looked forward to the Messiah putting 
things right. Desert community with ascetic practices. Wrote the Dead Sea Scrolls.  

4. Zealots. Fiery nationalists who believed Jews should fight for their freedom. Famous 
for their wavy-edged daggers they used to assassinate Romans and those who 
collaborated with them. One of Jesus’ disciples was called Simon the Zealot. 
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Saturday in the Temple: 
Sabbath.  Remember that the Jewish Sabbath is from sundown Friday to sundown Saturday.  
 
Size of the Temple:  Think something the size (ground space) of Gillette Stadium. 
 
One of the Ancient Wonders of the World:  Because of its richness, ancient heritage, and 
size. People came from all over the Western World and Middle East to worship and talk there. 
Tourist attraction too. 
 
Worship at the Temple 
Concentric circles, each getting closer to God. 
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Porches — columned promenades, providing shade and shelter. Available to everyone. 
Court of the Gentiles — Wide open space. Between the porches and the Temple proper. 

Available to everyone. A section of this space was given over to a kind of marketplace, 
selling animals for sacrifices. These traders wouldn’t take secular money of the time—had 
to be Temple shekels, thus the money-changers that Jesus’ cleared out of the Temple at 
the end of John 2. 

Court of the Women — Surrounded by a tall wall. Sign said “No foreigner is to go beyond the 
balustrade and the plaza of the Temple zone. Whoever is caught doing so will have himself 
to blame for his death which will follow.” Only Jews are allowed here. As far as women and 
children can go. 

Court of Israel — Going up the steps from the Court of Women would bring you into the 
Temple. Only men were allowed here to make sacrifices for themselves and their families.  

Court of Priests — Includes the altar and washing area. Most be in a priestly family (and male) 
to go into this area. Sacrifices actually made here. 

Holy Place — Where the offerings were presented to God. Only priests allowed here. 
Holy of Holies — Resting place of the Ark of the Covenant. The poles that carried it stuck out 

on either side so they could be seen. Rested between two cherubim. Entered only by the 
High Priest and only once a year. A rope was tied around the high priest’s waist in case 
they died suddenly. That way they could be pulled out without violating the sanctity of the 
Holy of Holies. 

 
High Holy Days. The most holy of the celebrations in Jesus’ day were 
Rosh Hashana. “Jewish New Year” (October) 
Yom Kippur. “Day of Atonement” (Oct) Along with Passover, the highest celebration. 
Sukkot. “Feast of Booths” Celebrates life in the wilderness after escaping Egypt (Oct) 
Chanukah. “Festival of Lights” (December) 
Purim. Celebrates saving of the Jews by Esther. (March) 
Pesach. “Passover” (March/April) 
Shavuot. “Festival of Weeks” Celebrates the giving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai (May/June) 
Tish’a B’Av. “Ninth of Av” Remembers the destruction of the two Temples. (August) Jesus 

would not have celebrated this because the Temple still existed. Still, it’s one of the High 
Holy Days for Jews today. 
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What Did You Do Today? 
What did most people do? 

Men — working in the fields or at trade. Lots of day-laborers. Work until nearly sundown. 
In the house by nightfall.  

Women — managing the household, getting water, going to the market, taking care of 
most of the youngest children. 

Boys — Chores every day. Working as soon as they are physically able. Expected to attend 
yeshiva ahead of bar-mitzvah. 

Girls — Chores every day. No school except for the wealthiest. 
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Doings around the house — Going to bed not long after nightfall. Beds upstairs. Animals 
downstairs. Using lamps and candles. 
 

Writing.  Parchment (animal hide scraped or sliced thinly), papyrus (fore-runner of paper, 
less expensive, but also less durable, ) 
 

How long do people live? Health care? 
Average life expectancy was 35 years or less. 
Girls were married off as soon as they were able to bear children. (Around 15 or 16) 
Most men couldn’t marry until they were old enough to have a “track record” as a 

successful provider. 
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How We Got Here 
Alexander — 333–336 BC. Conquers from Greece to India and down into Egypt. Wherever he 

conquers, he plants a colony with the Greek language, Greek culture and Greek 
technology. 

 
Greeks and the Abomination — In the wake of Alexander. Empire divided into four parts. The 

part in Palestine has generally weak rulers. Epiphanes IV (“the revealing” of a god, which 
he thought he was). The desecration of the Temple 

 
Homeys! — Macabees. Judas Macabeus and his sons. Chanukah and the purifying of the 

Temple. Herod the Great 47-40, 37–4BC). Four sons divide up the land 
 
Romans:  Peace, Prosperity and Collaborators — Roman forces (Pompey the Great) conquers 

Palestine in 63 BC. They burn the Temple in 66 AD. 
Pax Romana in 27 BC with Caesar Augustus. Prosperity and Roads. 
Collaborators — Tax Collectors and the occupying forces. 

 
Pilate Error 

Newly appointed governor in 30 AD (give or take). 
Brings images of Roman Gods into Jerusalem. Jews offer themselves as sacrifices. 
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How We Know 
Two Guys Named Joe and Phil — Josephus a Jew first in Palestine and later in Rome, wanted 

to be seen as a friend of the emperor. Philo, the Jewish philosopher and historian, writing 
from Alexandria.. 

 
Dead Men Can Talk — The Dead Sea Scrolls. 
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Really Digging the Past — Archeological evidence. They find ordinary things like lamps and 
pots all the time. 

 
Looking for More in All the Right Places. Some great resources to use for learning more. 
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The Times They Are A-Changing 
Going Viral on the Sandal-net 

The quick spread of Christianity. 
The use of cutting edge technology. 

 
Undercutting Roman Society 

1. Not willing to worship or even honor the gods. The fabric of society. 
 
2. Egalitarian. Brothers and sisters. Galatians “No more male or female, Jew or Greek, etc. 

Philemon as sample. 
 
3. Compassionate and caring for the least of these. Instead of the rigid top-down ruling of 

Roman Culture. 
	


