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I. Welcome, Introductions and Overview 
A. Welcome and Introductions 
B. Overview:  Looking at Key Moments in the Bible’s Formation 

 
 
The Making of the Hebrew or Old Testament 
II.  Key Moment:  Passover and the Exodus Event (ca 1446–1220 BC) 

A. What if you had the most amazing event, and you knew it changed the world?  
B. Exodus 12 — Remember the Passover! 
C. Exodus 15 — Miriam’s Song 
D. Deuteronomy 6:4ff (The Shema) — The Core of Judaism 
E. Deuteronomy 8:10–18 — Remember how you have the good things! 

	

III. Key Moment:  The Writing Kings 
A. The Gifted Ones set the tone 
B. David the Poet (ca 1050 BC) — Psalm 28:1–5 
C. Solomon the Seeker of Wisdom (Builds Temple ca 970 BC)  

— Ecclesiastes 1:1–4 
	

IV. Key Moment:  The Finding of the Law (641–610 BC) 
A. When you discover you had it all wrong, what do you do? 
B. The Boy King, Josiah (2 Kings 22–23) 
C. The people re-covenant with God 

	

V. Key Moment:  The Exile and Return (537–425 BC) 
A. Were you ever grounded or in trouble for something? What did you think about? 
B. Writing (or Re-writing) of the Histories (2 Chronicles 36:15–21) 
C. Saving of the Prophets 
D. Ezekiel’s Reading of the Law 
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VI. Key Moment:  Translating for a Greek World 
A. When someone immigrates to our country, what does the government say they 

have to do to be a citizen? Are there things immigrants choose to do to become part 
of our culture? 

B. The Septuagint (“the seventy”) 
C. Translation of the Law—or Torah, the first five books (200s BC) 
D. Translation of other books (by 132 BC) 

	

VII. Key Moment:  Preserving the Word for a New Exile 
A. If you could have a five-minute conversation with anyone in history, who would it be 

and why? If someone chose you for that five-minute conversation, what would you 
do or say? 

B. The Council at Jamnia (85 AD) 
C. Mostly Pharisees 
D. Address the threat of Diaspora and Christianity 

 
 
Making of the Greek or New Testament 

I. First Degree:  If You Love Me, Speak to Me (28–60 AD) 
A. In a world of email and video chat, why do you think people still use planes? 
B. Sharing what we know orally. 
C. Time is short! 
D. Small collections (notebooks?) of Jesus’ sayings are passed 

	

II.  Second Degree:  Let’s Stay on the Same Page (50–85 AD) 
A. Have you been part of an organization spread out geographically? How do you stay 

on the same page? 
B. Traveling preachers, merchants and tradespeople. 
C. Letters to the confused (1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 51 AD) 
D. Helped tie the communities together 

	

III. Third Degree:  Making the Torch & Passing It (60–95 AD) 
A. Have you ever met someone from the Holocaust or who saw action in WWII? Were 

they willing to tell you about their story? 
B. The deaths of eyewitnesses (1 Corinthians 15:1–6) 
C. Four Major Gospels written (beginnings of each gospel) 
D. Making sure the memories and stories were there for the generations to come 
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IV. Fourth Degree:  The First Cut-and-Paste Bible (ca 150 AD) 
A. What’s one thing you wish the Bible didn’t have in it? Why? 
B. Marcion — We have two gods, one of the OT and one of the NT 
C. Wanted to throw out the OT and all the gospels except Luke 
D. Affirmation:  We worship the same God as the Hebrews (Jesus did!) The OT is in! 
E. Side note:  Thomas Jefferson did two “cut-and-paste” versions of the Gospels. He 

left in the things Jesus said that he liked (Luke’s stories of young Jesus and most of 
the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5 made it in), and cut out the things he didn’t 
like (in the first, no manger and no cross!). The second can be found online. 

	

V. Fifth Degree:  Can It Pass the Tests? 
A. What’s one thing you wish the Bible had in it? Why? 
B. Valentinus — New “books” and gospels 
C. Gnosticism (from gnosis, meaning knowledge) 

1. Secret knowledge passed down by word of mouth, not written down. 
2. Dualistic — Body/material/earthly are bad. Soul/spiritual/heavenly are good. 

D. Irenaeus of Lyons ca 180 AD 
1. His teacher was Polycarp (Bishop in Ankara) 

whose teacher was John (the Beloved Disciple) 
2. The incarnation means that the body and the soul are good. 
3. Suggested a list of books that should be considered a “new testament.” 

E. Affirmation:  To be in the Bible, it must pass certain tests. 
1. Be the same Gospel as taught by Christians throughout the world 
2. Passed down by the Apostles (still there was a problem with forgeries) 
3. Be widely used by the Christian community for the “building up” of the Church 

	

VI. Sixth Degree:  The Bible Is for Everyone to Read! 
A. What’s the biggest obstacle to you reading the Bible? Why? What could you do 

about it? 
B. St. Jerome’s Latin Vulgate (ca. 400 AD) and the Chaining of the Word 
C. Secret translations by John Wycliffe (ca 1370s) 
D. Invention Printing Press (1453) 
E. The Reformation (1517, Luther and 1536, Calvin) 
F. John Calvin — German and the Geneva Bible 
G. Reformation in England (1529) William Tyndale’s translation (1526) 
H. King James Version (begun 1604 – completed 1611) 

	

VII. Conclusions 
A. God works through history:  The Bible we have is the Bible we are meant to have 
B. The Bible is powerful and transformative. 
C. Through the Bible, God still speaks to us! 
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Philo on the Creation of the Septuagint  (See Making of the Old Testament above, VI.) 
“V. (25) And that beauty and dignity of the legislation of Moses is honoured not among the 
Jews only, but also by all other nations, is plain, both from what has been already said and 
from what I am about to state. (26) In olden time the laws were written in the Chaldaean 
language, and for a long time they remained in the same condition as at first, not changing 
their language as long as their beauty had not made them known to other nations; (27) but 
when, from the daily and uninterrupted respect shown to them by those to whom they had 
been given, and from their ceaseless observance of their ordinances, other nations also 
obtained an understanding of them, their reputation spread over all lands; for what was really 
good, even though it may through envy be overshadowed for a short time, still in time shines 
again through the intrinsic excellence of its nature. Some persons, thinking it a scandalous 
thing that these laws should only be known among one half portion of the human race, 
namely, among the barbarians, and that the Greek nation should be wholly and entirely 
ignorant of them, turned their attention to their translation.” 

— http://www.earlyjewishwritings.com/text/philo/book25.html 
 

On Marcion (See Making of the New Testament above, IV.) 
“…he abolished the Prophets and the Law, and all the works of that God who made the world, 
whom he calls the World Ruler. In addition to this he mutilated the Gospel according to Luke, 
removing everything about the birth of the Lord, and much of the teaching of the words of the 
Lord, in which the Lord is recorded as clearly confessing the creator of this universe as his 
Father. He persuaded his disciples that he was more veracious than the apostles who handed 
down the gospel, giving them not a gospel but a mere fragment of a gospel. He also similarly 
cut up the Epistles of Paul, removing whatever the apostle said clearly about the God who 
made the world, that he is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and whatever the apostle 
teaches by referring to the prophetic writings that predict the coming of the Lord. According to 
Marcion, only the souls of those who have learned his teaching will come to salvation; the 
body, since it is taken from the earth, cannot be saved. 

—Irenaeus of Lyons, Against the Heresies, 1.27, 2f 
 

Now from what has been said above, we can see clearly that all people who have been 
adopted by God into the company of his people since the beginning of the world were 

covenanted to him by the same law and by the bond of the same doctrine as remains in force 
among us. […] The covenant made with all the patriarchs is so similar to ours, both in 

substance and in fact, that the two are really one and the same:  what differences there are 
relate to their administration. […] First, we hold that it was not material prosperity and 

happiness which was the goal set before the Jews, and to which they were to aspire, but the 
hope of immortality. Faith in this adoption was made certain to them by oracles, by the law, 

and by the prophets. Second, the covenant by which they were bound to the Lord did not rest 
upon their own merits, but solely upon the mercy of the God who called them. Thirdly, they 

both possessed and knew Christ as mediator, through whom they were joined to God and 
were to benefit from his promises. — John Calvin, Institutes of Christian Religion 

 
“It is Christ Himself, not the Bible, who is the true Word of God. The Bible, read in the right spirit,  
and with the guidance of good teachers, will bring us to Him.” [What do you think?] 

– C.S. Lewis, Letter to Mrs. Johnson (November 8, 1952) 


